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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Purpose of the Inventory and Characterization Report  

The Town of Skykomish (Town) obtained a grant (Grant No. G1000033) from the Washington 

State Department of Ecology (Ecology) to prepare a comprehensive update of the Townôs 

Shoreline Master Program (SMP) as defined by the State of Washington Shoreline Management 

Act (SMA) (RCW 90.58). The purpose of this study is to conduct a baseline inventory and 

characterization of the natural and built conditions within the Townôs shoreline jurisdiction. This 

study by BHC Consultants, LLC (BHC) specifically addresses the required elements to complete 

a shoreline inventory and characterization report. 

The purpose of this update is to bring the adopted SMP into compliance with the new state rules; 

acknowledge recent changes in ownership and use of the shorelands; and address the 

characteristics of shoreline development activities over which the Town has regulatory 

responsibility. Recent changes in the SMA rules and the SMA/GMA integration have created a 

new perspective for local governments. Now, the focus on shoreline restoration introduces a 

policy direction that for Skykomish, provides new opportunities for linking resource and 

community objectives. 

1.2 Shoreline Jurisdiction 

Under SMA, the shoreline jurisdiction includes areas within the Town limits that are 200 feet 

landward of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) of waters that have been designated as 

ñshorelines of statewide significanceò or ñshorelines of the state.ò These designations were 

established in 1972 as described in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-18. 

ñShorelines of statewide significanceò, as they specifically pertain to rivers west of the Cascade 

range, are defined as having a mean annual flow of 1000 cubic feet per second (cfs) or greater. 

ñShorelines of the stateò are generally described as shorelines of all other streams or rivers 

having a mean annual flow of 20 cfs or greater and lakes with a surface area greater than 20 

acres. 

SMA specifies two situations where the Townôs shoreline jurisdiction extends beyond the 

designated 200-foot limit. These situations involve floodways and ñassociatedò wetlands. In 

areas of the Town where floodways extend beyond the OHWM, the Townôs shoreline 

jurisdiction includes the floodway plus 200 feet of floodplain, landward of the floodway. 

Associated wetlands are also included in the shoreline jurisdiction if they are contiguous with 

either the OHWM or the floodway. Optionally, a local government may, at its discretion, include 

all or a larger portion of the 100-year floodplain within shoreline jurisdiction.  

1.3 Methods 

The shoreline inventory specifically documents conditions throughout approximately 1.1 miles 

of shoreline within the Town limits. Geographic information systems (GIS) mapping data, 

including land use and critical areas within Townôs shoreline jurisdiction, has been prepared by 

BHC, and is presented separately in the ñ2009 Town of Skykomish Shoreline Master Plan Map 
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Portfolioò (the map portfolio). BHC conducted the shoreline inventory by collecting and 

synthesizing existing maps, plans, surveys, studies, inventories, and other published information 

and data applicable to the Town's shorelines. A comprehensive list of the publications and 

studies used is presented in the references section at the end of this report. 

A creek walk and a river walk were also conducted as part of the inventory process to spot-check 

and supplement published information. Where data was available in text but not mapped, the 

information was considered in the discussion, but it was not provided graphically. Where data 

were neither available in text nor mapped, the information was identified as a data gap and 

discussed in Section 5. Specific methods and data used to address the elements of the inventory 

are described in more detail in Section 3. 

The inventory and characterization discussion presented in this study provides the Town with 

information on existing conditions and evaluates shoreline functions and resources for potential 

opportunities to enhance public access, conserve natural resources, and take the steps needed to 

restore ecological functionality to the their shoreline environment. 

1.4 Study Area 

The Town of Skykomish is located in northeast King County (Map 1), situated west of the 

confluence of the Beckler River and the South Fork of the Skykomish Rivers between River 

Mile (RM) 8.8 and 9.6. There are approximately 1.1 miles of shoreline in the Town. US 

Highway 2 runs east-west and parallel to the north side of the river while the BNSF railway runs 

east-west through the middle of the Town. The South Fork of the Skykomish River exceeds a 

mean annual flow of 1,000 cfs and, therefore, is designated as a ñshoreline of the statewide 

significanceò (Map 2). Maloney Creek exceeds 20 cfs and therefore also falls under the 

Shoreline Jurisdiction. 

Within the Town of Skykomish, the shoreline jurisdiction has been identified as extending 200 

feet from the Skykomish River OHWM and up to 200 feet of 100-year floodplain, landward of 

the floodway. The shoreline jurisdiction also includes Maloney Creek 200 feet landward OHWM 

and up to 200 feet of 100-year floodplain, landward of  its floodway. The study area includes all 

lands currently within the Town limits that fall within the shoreline jurisdiction as defined above 

(Maps 6, 7, 8 and 9).  

1.5 Report Organization 

The report is organized into seven sections with maps contained at the end of the report. Section 

1 introduces the study area and the concepts of shorelands and shoreline jurisdiction. Section 2 

covers the SMP framework as it applies to the Townôs comprehensive plan, zoning, and other 

regulations as well as applicable state and federal regulations. Section 3 discusses specific 

methods and data used to address each of the required elements of the shoreline inventory 

including land use patterns, critical areas, other areas of potential interest, and areas for 

restoration and enhancement opportunities. Section 4 summarizes the approach to dividing the 

shoreline jurisdiction into distinct segments as well as the required elements of the inventory 

associated with each of the shoreline segments. Section 5 covers gaps pertaining to the inventory 
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that are required by SMA but which could not be discussed because of a lack of available 

information and Section 6 provides shoreline management recommendations based on 

restoration opportunities in the context of other local and regional planning opportunities. 

Section 7 contains a comprehensive list of references that were used in creating this report. 

The included sections are as follows: 

¶ Section 1 ï Introduction 

¶ Section 2 ï Current Regulatory Framework 

¶ Section 3 ï Elements of the Shoreline Inventory 

¶ Section 4 ï Conditions by Inventory Segment 

¶ Section 5 ï Informational Gaps 

¶ Section 6 ï Shoreline Management Recommendations 

¶ Section 7 ï References 
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2.0 CURRENT REGULATORY FRAMEWORK SUMMARY  

The discussion of regulatory requirements included herein is not intended to be a complete list of 

all permits or approvals necessary for work within the Townôs shoreline jurisdiction or other 

areas within the Town or UGA. Other portions of local code and state and federal regulations 

may apply to development projects within the Town. The permits and approvals necessary for 

construction may vary from parcel to parcel regardless of shoreline jurisdiction and may vary 

depending on the type and intensity of the work proposed. Prior to any construction within town 

limits, an applicant should contact the Town and the applicable state and federal agencies to 

determine actual permit requirements. For development of parcels in the UGA outside of the 

town limits, an applicant should contact King County and the applicable state and federal 

agencies to determine actual permit requirements.  

2.1 Shoreline Management Act 

The general purpose of the Act is to provide a statutory framework to assist local governments in 

developing shoreline master programs (SMPs); to serve as standards for the regulation of 

shoreline development in the absence of a master program along with the policy and provisions 

of the Act; and, to be used along with the policy of RCW 90.58.050, as criteria for state review 

of local master programs under RCW 90.58.090 (Washington State Shoreline Master Program 

Guidelines 2003 WAC 173-26). 

The SMP is both a planning and regulatory instrument. The primary goals of the SMP are to: 1) 

balance and integrate the objectives and interests of local citizens; 2) address the full variety of 

conditions of the shoreline; 3) guide planning and regulatory measures for adjacent land use; and 

4) address conditions and opportunities of specific shoreline segments by classifying the 

shorelines into ñenvironment designations.ò The method for local government to account for 

different shoreline conditions is to assign an environment designation to each distinct shoreline 

section in its jurisdiction. The environment designation system provides a framework for the 

development of local goals, policies, and regulations that reflect specific shoreline land uses, the 

biological and physical character and limitations of the shoreline, and goals and aspirations of 

the local community for its future development. SMA defines six general shoreline environment 

designations (High-Intensity, Shoreline Residential, Urban Conservancy, Rural Conservancy, 

Natural, and Aquatic) representing a range of development, from high to low intensity. 

2.2 Town of Skykomish 

2.2.1 Current Shoreline Management Act Compliance  

Under SMA, the Town is responsible for: 1) developing an inventory of the natural 

characteristics and land use patterns along shorelines covered by SMA; 2) preparing a Master 

Program to determine the future uses, conservation, and restoration of the shorelines; and 3) 

implementing a permit system to further the goals and policies of both SMA and the local Master 

Program. 
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The Townôs SMP outlines goals and policies for the shorelines of the Town and establishes 

regulations for development proposed in those areas. The Town last updated its SMP in 

September of 1999.  

The current adopted shoreline environment designations of the Townôs SMP are Aquatic, 

Natural, Conservancy, Small Town Mixed Use, and Transportation (Map 3). These designations 

generally coincide with those of King County at the Town limits.  

2.2.2 Comprehensive Plan, Zoning and Other Town Regulations 

The Townôs Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map and Zoning Map designate areas of the 

shoreline jurisdiction for Commercial, Historic Commercial, Industrial, Public, and Residential 

uses (Map 4). As required by the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A), the Comprehensive 

Plan references the Town's existing SMP.  

The Town currently does not have an Urban Growth Area (UGA) that is larger than the Town 

limits. The Comprehensive Plan update scheduled for 2010 may include evaluation of areas that 

could be considered for creation of the UGA, which would require amendment of the King 

County Comprehensive Plan. If a proposed UGA includes shorelines, the SMP will have to be 

amended so that environments consistent with the Town system can be established. 

The Town's development regulations include standards for development in and around critical 

areas, including wetlands, critical habitats, aquifer recharge areas, and geological and flood 

hazard areas in the Skykomish Municipal Code Chapter 16.15 (Critical Areas) and Chapter 16.10 

(Flood Damage Prevention). The Townôs zoning code and land use regulations apply to all land 

area within the Town limits. However, many of the regulations relate to features such as streams, 

wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat areas, and floodways that are prevalent in the Townôs 

shoreline jurisdiction. 

Since the 1999 SMP amendment, the Town has issued three shoreline permits. One was for 

rebuilding the SkyRiver Inn after the BNSF remediation project and the others were related to 

the installation of the Skykomish wastewater system. 

 

2.3 State and Federal Regulations  

A number of state and federal agencies may have jurisdiction over land or natural elements 

within the Townôs shoreline jurisdiction. Local development proposals most commonly trigger 

requirements for state or federal permits when they impact wetlands or streams; potentially affect 

fish and wildlife listed under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA); result in over five acres 

of clearing and grading; or affect the floodplain or floodway. As with local requirements, state 

and federal regulations may apply throughout the Town, but regulated resources are common 

within the Townôs shoreline jurisdiction. The state and federal regulations affecting shoreline-

related resources include, but are not limited to:  

¶ Endangered Species Act: The federal ESA addresses the protection and recovery of 

federally listed species. The ESA is jointly administered by the National Oceanic and 
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries (formerly referred to as the National Marine 

Fisheries Service [NMFS]), and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  

¶ Clean Water Act (CWA): The federal CWA requires states to set standards for the 

protection of water quality for various parameters, and it regulates excavation and dredging 

in waters of the U.S., including wetlands. Certain activities affecting wetlands in the Townôs 

shoreline jurisdiction or work in the adjacent rivers may require a permit from the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers and/or Ecology under Section 404 and Section 401 of the CWA, 

respectively.  

¶ Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) : The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(WDFW) regulates activities that use, divert, obstruct, or change the natural flow of the beds 

or banks of waters of the state and may affect fish habitat. Projects in the shoreline 

jurisdiction requiring construction below the ordinary high water mark of the three rivers in 

the Town or other tributary streams could require an HPA from WDFW. Projects creating 

new impervious surface that could substantially increase stormwater runoff to waters of the 

state may also require approval.  

¶ National Pollution Discharge and Elimination System (NPDES): Ecology regulates 

activities that result in wastewater discharges to surface water from industrial facilities or 

municipal wastewater treatment plants. NPDES permits are also required for stormwater 

discharges from industrial facilities, construction sites of one or more acres, and municipal 

stormwater systems that serve populations of 100,000 or more.  
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3.0 ELEMENTS OF THE SHORELINE INVENTORY  

The master program guidelines (WAC 173-26-201(3)(c)) require that the following elements of 

the natural and built environment be included in the shoreline inventory:  

¶ Land use patterns, including existing structures and impervious surfaces, open spaces, water-

related utilities, shoreline modifications, transportation and navigation, and existing and 

potential public access sites. 

¶ Critical areas, including wetlands, aquifer recharge areas, geologically hazardous areas 

(landslide, erosion, seismic, and volcanic), habitat and species (listed and priority), and 

frequently flooded areas (floodways and flood hazards). 

¶ Known historical or archaeological sites. 

¶ Toxic/hazardous waste cleanup sites. 

¶ Other areas of potential interest. 

¶ Opportunity areas include those areas that represent potential for restoration, enhancement or 

protection. 

In addition to these elements, the guidelines recommend that an inventory include discussions 

covering regulatory conditions that affect areas within shoreline jurisdictions (discussed in 

Section 2 above), cumulative impacts such as channel modifications and development, and gaps 

in existing information.  

Methods and data sources used to address each of these elements are described below. 

Information sources included published reports and mapped data. Specific citations are included 

in Section 8.0, Report References and Bibliography. Where data have not been mapped, the 

information was considered unavailable and not addressed. A general discussion of conditions in 

the Townôs shoreline jurisdiction for each element is also provided. Section 5, Conditions by 

Inventory Segment, describes each element within the Townôs shoreline jurisdiction in greater 

detail.  

3.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility Facilities  

The Townôs Comprehensive Plan was the primary source of literature used to identify land use 

patterns within the shoreline jurisdiction. This element of the shoreline inventory was referenced 

from the Existing Land Use GIS mapping data provided by BHC (Map 4).  

3.1.1 Land Use  

Current land use in the Townôs shoreline jurisdiction is primarily a mixture of vacant, 

undeveloped areas and residential uses but it also includes the Townôs historic district and 

commercial areas. Since 2003, the Townôs population has been stable at 210 residents after 
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steadily decreasing since 1990. This stable population along with the lack of a town-wide sewer 

system and small lots has lead to little new development in the last 10 years. The Townôs current 

Shoreline Environment includes most of the developed areas within the Town. All of the 

Comprehensive Planôs future land uses are included within the shoreline areas.  

Most of the approximately 300 parcels in Town are included in the Skykomish shoreline 

jurisdiction area. Some are totally within and some are partially within the shoreline area. Of this 

total, 12 parcels are town-owned, 9 parcels are owned by other public agencies, 5 are owned by 

utility companies, 5 by the school district, 3 by BNSF and the remaining parcels are privately 

owned (see Map 5).  

3.1.2 Transportation  

Major roads and transportation facilities in Skykomishôs shoreline jurisdiction include US 2, Old 

Cascade Highway and the BNSF railroad. The 5
th
 Street bridge across the Skykomish River 

serves as the gateway to Skykomish. Other roads in the shoreline jurisdiction include Railroad 

Avenue and most residential streets in the town.  

3.1.3 Wastewater and Stormwater Utilities  

The Town of Skykomish is currently installing wastewater facilities which will include service 

for the entire town. The treatment facility is located east of town on Old Cascade Highway. Two 

pump stations have been built and the first round of connections should be installed by the end of 

2009. 

The stormwater drainage system in the Town of Skykomish directs runoff to Skykomish River 

through outfalls at the end of town streets..  

3.1.4 Shoreline Modifications  

Shoreline modifications refer to structural alterations of the riverôs natural bank, including 

levees, dikes, floodwalls, riprap, bulkheads, docks, piers or other in-water structures. Such 

modifications are used to stabilize the river bank and prevent erosion. These modifications also 

restrict channel migration and alter flow dynamics.  

Within the Town of Skykomish, shoreline modifications include levees along the south side of 

the Skykomish River, protecting the center of town, riprap along other parts of the Skykomish 

River, and structures along Maloney Creek to help prevent flooding (Map17). 

3.2 Existing and Potential Public Access Sites  

Existing and potential public access sites were identified from information provided in the 2005 

Skykomish Parks, Trails, & Open Space Plan. Public access sites were further defined and 

identified from 2009 aerial photographs and a field reconnaissance of the study area in 

September 2009 (see Map 18). 
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3.3 Critical Areas and Special Status Species  

The inventory of critical areas was based on a wide range of information sources. A complete 

listing of citations used to compile information on critical areas is included in Section 7.0, Report 

References and Bibliography at the end of this study. These references are from the Townôs 2004 

critical areas ordinance update. Streams were identified using King County GIS data. The 2004 

Comprehensive Plan identifies wetlands within the Town limits although none are identified in 

the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) (see Map 10). Town wells are located just east of the 

town limits and the wellhead protection areas are mapped in the Townôs 2004 Comprehensive 

Plan.  

Information on special status fish and wildlife species and habitat areas was obtained from Final 

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS)for BNSFôs cleanup effort in the Town. 

BNSF contacted WDFW, USFS, and USFWS to determine the presence of special status or 

priority habitat wildlife species in the vicinity of the Town and the following special-status or 

priority-habitat species were identified: 

¶ Cascades Frog 

¶ Northern Red-Legged Frog 

¶ Oregon Spotted Frog 

¶ Tailed Frog 

¶ Northern Goshawk 

¶ Harlequin Duck 

¶ Peregrine falcon 

¶ Pileated woodpecker 

¶ Pacific Townsendôs big-eared bat. 

Threatened and Endangered Species: Three listed species of birds are known to occur in the 

general vicinity of the site. These species include the bald eagle, marbled murrelet, and 

northern spotted owl. Three listed mammal species, Canada lynx, gray wolf, and grizzly 

bear, could potentially occur in the site vicinity; however, no suitable habitat for these three 

mammals is present in the site vicinity and no sightings of the species have been documented 

(Ecology 2007) 

The three threatened or endangered species of fish present in the Skykomish River are Puget 

Sound Chinook salmon, bull trout, and steelhead. In addition, coho salmon, listed as a federal 

candidate species, is present. Juvenile chinook would be expected to be present within the 

Skykomish River near the Town of Skykomish from mid to late February through May. 

Although juvenile bull trout rear in headwater streams and tributaries to the Skykomish River, 

juvenile bull trout are not expected to be present within the Skykomish River (Ecology 2007). 

Other fish found in the Skykomish River and Maloney Creek are coho salmon, rainbow trout and 

cutthroat trout. 
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3.4 Floodplains and Channel Migration Zones  

River boundaries were created from King County GIS hydrography data and aerial photos 

completed in August 2009 by Pictometry. Floodway and floodplain boundaries were derived by 

the Town from Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) GIS data, Flood Insurance 

Rate Maps and data interpreted by Washington Department of Ecology Floodplain Management 

Specialist. There is no channel migration zone in Skykomish as verified by Ecology (Map 7). 

Floodplains are a substantial feature in the Town, extending through much of the Townôs 

shoreline jurisdiction, as well as beyond the shoreline to other portions of the Town, including 

the central business district. Areas of the Town are highly flood-prone.  

3.5 Historical or Archaeological Sites  

The Town of Skykomish includes historic structures and buildings listed on the National and 

State Registers of Historic Places. The Town also includes an area zoned as Historic Commercial 

Zone. There is a National and State Registered designated Historic District. The Townôs Historic 

Commercial Zone is shown on  the Land Use and Zoning map (Map 4). Based on the findings of 

the Cultural Resources Assessment and comments from local affected Tribes, cultural or 

archaeological materials may be present within the project area. However, no significant cultural 

resources were discovered during the Levee Zone Interim Action for Cleanup during 2006 

(Ecology 2007). 

3.6 Other Areas of Potential Interest  

Other degraded sites along Maloney Creek with potential for ecological restoration were 

identified based on the references described above and during the creek walk in September 2009.  
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4.0 CONDITIONS BY REACHES  

To categorize distinct reaches of the Townôs shorelines for planning purposes, the shoreline 

jurisdiction was classified into three reaches (A through C) based broadly on the distinction 

between water bodies, the level of ecological functions provided by each reach, as well as 

existing land uses and zoning. Table 1 indicates the location of shoreline reaches. Shoreline 

Planning Reaches A through C are shown on Map 12.  

Table 1. Shoreline Planning Reaches  

Reach Water Approximate Length 
Approximate River 

Mile 

A 
South Fork Skykomish River, 
North Bank ς Entire length 
through Town 

3,866 feet 8.8 to 9.6 

B 
South Fork Skykomish River, 
South Bank ς Entire length 
through Town 

4,198 feet 8.8 to 9.6 

C 
Maloney Creek ς Entire 
length through Town 

1,670 feet 0.0 to 0.3 

Source: King County GIS 

For each shoreline planning reach, a summary discussion is followed by a discussion of specific 

elements of the shoreline inventory. Detailed maps of each Shoreline Planning Reach are 

included at the end of this document, Maps 12 through 16. The maps show the boundaries of 

each planning reach, 2009 aerial photography, streams, and opportunity areas for potential 

protection and/or restoration.  

A detailed characterization of the shoreline jurisdiction within the Town was beyond the scope of 

this project. Characterization of the shoreline jurisdiction in the Town and ecosystem-wide 

processes including shoreline ecological functions are detailed in the King County Shorelines 

Technical Appendix to the 2009 King County Shoreline Master Program (King County 2007).  

4.1 Reach A ς Skykomish River, North Bank  

Summary: Reach A extends along the North Bank of the Skykomish River from the Town 

boundary of the east to the Town boundary on the west. Also included in this reach is two acres 

located directly across Highway 2 along the western edge of town. The reach is primarily a 

forested riparian corridor and offers relatively good quality instream habitat. Land use in Reach 

A consists of 25 residential properties, three commercial businesses and two large vacant parcels 

totaling approximately 13.5 acres. U.S. Highway 2 borders the north edge of this reach. 
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4.1.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility Facilities  

Land Use Patterns. Land use in Reach A is characterized as undeveloped areas, commercial and 

low-density residential development. The zoning and land use map (Map 4) indicates that future 

land use for this reach will remain relatively similar to current conditions (low-moderate to 

moderate-density development), although it does not specifically designate parks or open space. 

Most of the two large parcels are designated as Natural shoreline environments by the currently 

adopted SMP while most of the residential and commercial areas are designated Small Town 

Mixed Use. Smaller portions of Reach A have been designated Conservancy or Transportation 

(Map 3). Table 2 below identifies the predominant land use in Reach A and includes the 

approximate percentage of that land use coverage within the reach. The table  also identifies 

zoning designations and existing shoreline environment designations in Reach A.  

Table 2. Reach A Land Use, Zoning, and Shoreline Environment Designations  (Maps 3 & 4) 

Land Use Zoning Existing Shoreline Environment Designations 

Single Family Residential (35%) Residential Small Town Mixed Use 

Commercial (3%) Commercial Small Town Mixed Use 

Vacant or Undeveloped (62%) Residential Natural and Conservancy 

Source: Town of Skykomish Comprehensive Plan, King County GIS 

Transportation. Reach A contains approximately 1,580 feet of US Highway 2 which runs along 

the north edge of Reach A and bisects the reach at the far western Town boundary. 

Wastewater and Stormwater Facilities. No wastewater treatment facilities are located within 

Reach A. Sanitary sewer service will be provided, during phase three of the Townôs new 

wastewater system construction.  

Shoreline Modifications. Reach A is impacted in the vicinity of the 5
th
 Street bridge over the 

Skykomish River by bank armoring, bank hardening, and floodplain confinement (Map 17). No 

other shoreline modifications were noted on the Skykomish River within shoreline planning 

Reach A.  

4.1.2 Existing and Potential Public Access Sites  

The only public access to the river from Reach A is the view access from the 5
th
 Street bridge 

(see Figure 1). The bridge includes pedestrian walkways on both the east and west sides, 

accessible from either end (Map 18). 

4.1.3 Critical Areas  

Wetlands. Two wetlands, identified in the Townôs 2004 comprehensive plan update, are located 

in Reach A. The area north of Highway 2 and on the western town boundary, has been identified 
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as a potential wetland, primarily due to its floodplain designation and local knowledge. A second 

area, south of Highway 2, was also identified in the 2004 update (see Map 10).  

 
Figure 1: View access at the north end of 5th Street bridge (Source: Pictometry 2009) 

Geologically Hazardous Areas. Soil types range from sandy loam to gravely sandy loam. Slopes 

vary from 0 to 67 percent although the steepest slopes are primarily located on the river bank 

around the 5
th
 Street Bridge (see Map 11). Generally, most of Reach A slopes 0 to 8 percent. The 

relatively wide band of intact riparian forest allows this reach of shoreline to maintain fairly 

stable banks. 

Fish and Wildlife Habitat. This reach includes mixed coniferous and deciduous riparian 

vegetation ranging up to approximately 500 feet wide. A single family residential development is 

located at the eastern end of the reach. These lots range from 12,000 to 15,000 square feet and 

are heavily vegetated. The approximately eight acre parcel directly west of the residential 

development is generally in a natural state and heavily wooded. The central area of the reach is 

developed as a commercial area including a deli, a service station and a towing business. This 

reach also includes the main entry into the Town from Highway 2 via the 5
th
 Street bridge. West 

of the commercial area is another primarily natural area of five acres, extending to the west end 

of the Town. Across the highway to the north is a connected floodplain that is also mostly 

natural.  

Frequently Flooded Areas. Except for Highway 2 and the central commercial area in Reach A, 

most of the reach is in the FEMA designated 100 year floodplain.  

Ă 
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4.1.4 Floodplains and Channel Migration Zones  

The limits of the FEMA-mapped floodplain are depicted on Map 7. The location of the floodway 

has been mapped from FIRM maps. No channel migration zone has been identified for the river 

in the Town of Skykomish. 

4.1.5 Other Items of Potential Interest  

Table 3 Listed Anadromous Fish Species:  

Source: WDFW 2009, Ecology 2009 

Priority Species Use. Bald eagle may occur throughout this shoreline planning reach foraging on 

waterfowl or spawned out fish carcasses. Chinook salmon are known to spawn  and rear in the 

South Fork Skykomish River. Bull trout use the Skykomish River as a migrating path to the Foss 

River (Skykomish 2007). State- and federally-listed priority habitat species (PHS) that may 

occur within the Skykomish River in this shoreline planning reach are listed in Table 3. 

Shoreline Ecological Functions. Overall, shoreline ecological functions in planning Reach A 

are generally intact. Contributing to this is that almost two thirds of this reach is undeveloped 

and the residential area at the east end of the reach around Sky Lane, that is developed on large 

lots, is also heavily wooded. King Countyôs analysis of ecological functions that included 

hydrologic cycle, large woody debris, light energy, nutrients, phosphorus, sediment and toxins 

shows only the area along Highway 2, especially around the intersection with 5
th
 Street, as lower 

functioning areas. Proximity to the highway and the commercial ventures at the intersection are 

most likely the reason that area is rated lower functioning than the rest of the north bank of the 

river. (King County 2007) 

4.1.6 Opportunity Areas 

Two areas are largely untouched and high functioning areas. Both areas consist of a single large 

parcel and both are candidates for designation as Natural or Urban Conservancy (see Map 13). 

Opportunity Area A -1 (Protection). Encourage preserving in the current state. 

Opportunity Area A -2 (Protection). Encourage preserving in the current state. 

 
PHS Listed 

Species 

Spawning/ 
Rearing 

/Migrating 

Salmonid 
Stock 

Inventory 
Status 

Federal ESA 
Listing 

State Specie 
of Concern 

Listing 

Skykomish River 

Bull Trout Rearing Healthy  Candidate 

Coho Salmon Rearing Healthy Concern  

Fall Chinook Migrating Depressed Threatened Candidate 

Pink Salmon Spawning Healthy   

Summer 
Steelhead 

Spawning Healthy Threatened  

Coastal Cutthroat Migrating Unknown   
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4.2 Reach B ς Skykomish River, South Bank 

Summary: Reach B extends along the South Bank of the Skykomish River from the Town 

boundary on the east to the Town boundary on the west. The reach includes many of the 

commercial properties in town along with the Townôs largest employer. Land use in Reach B 

consists of 9.5 acres of  residential, 1 acre of commercial, 4 acres of historic commercial and 

approximately 5.2 acres of railway industrial.  

Table 4. Reach B Land Use, Zoning, and Shoreline Environment Designations (Maps 3 & 4) 

Land Use Zoning 
Existing Shoreline Environment 

Designations 

Single Family Residential (48%) Residential Small Town Mixed Use & Conservancy 

Commercial (5%) Commercial Small Town Mixed Use & Conservancy 

Historic Commercial (20%) 
Historic 

Commercial 
Small Town Mixed Use & Conservancy 

Railroad Industrial (26%) Industrial Transportation and Conservancy 

Source: Town of Skykomish Comprehensive Plan 2004; Town of Skykomish SMP, 1999. 

4.2.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility Facilities  

Land Use Patterns. Land use within Planning Reach B is characterized as a mix of commercial 

and residential uses with the west levee providing riverfront access. This reach includes most of 

the historic core of Skykomish including Skykomish School, Maloney General Store, and the 

Skykomish Hotel. Town hall is also in this reach.  

Transportation. Major roads and transportation facilities in Planning Reach B include 5
th
 Street 

which is the main route into Town, and Railroad Avenue, the historic ñmain streetò in town. The 

BNSF railroad borders most of the southern edge of the reach and is in the reach at the eastern 

end.  

Wastewater and Stormwater Facilities. Stormwater drainage conveys runoff to the Skykomish 

River in this reach. Sanitary sewer service is provided throughout Planning Reach B, and is 

conveyed from the area to the treatment plant east of the Town limits. A pump station for the 

new sewer system is located in the reach, near the end of Railroad Avenue.   

Shoreline Modifications. Reach B is impacted in the vicinity of the 5
th
 Street bridge over the 

Skykomish River by bank armoring, bank hardening, and floodplain confinement. East of the 5
th
 

Street bridge, the levee extends approximately 1,000 feet. The levee west of the bridge extends 

approximately 700 feet and was rebuilt in 2006 as part of BNSFôs Interim Action for Cleanup of 

the Levee Zone. This was the initial phase of the remedial action of the BNSF Former 

Maintenance and Fueling Facility (Map 17). 
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4.2.2 Existing and Potential Public Access Sites 

Below are existing and potential public access sites within Planning Reach B. These can also be 

seen in Map 18.  

Existing Public Access Site 

West Levee: Located between the river and River Drive, west of the 5
th
 Street bridge. As part of 

the Interim Action, a paved trail with pedestrian scale lighting was built along the top of the 

levee. The trail provides views of the river along with seating and a viewing platform. (see 

Figures 2 and 3 below) 

 
Figure 2: West Levee (Source: Pictometry 2009) 
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Figure 3: West Levee ς Looking west from the 5th Street Bridge (Source: Stan May 2009) 

Potential Public Access Sites 

Below the 5
th
 Street bridge ï Potential Public Access Site: This area will provide water access 

that could be used to launch kayaks and other small water craft. (see Figures 4 and 5) 

West End of the West Levee: This is a vacant parcel with the potential to extend public access. 

(see Figure 6) 

Street Ends: North-south unnamed street at the west end of Railroad Avenue right-of-way;  

North end of 4
th
 Street; North end of 3

rd
 Street. (see Figures 7 ï 11) 


































