RS

Town of Skykomish =]

January29,2010

Shoreline Master Program
Grant No.G1000033

Shoreline Characterization

Prepared for:
Town of Skykomish
119 4th Street N.
PO Box 308
Skykomish, WA 98288

Prepared by:
BHCConsultants, LLC
1601 Fifth Avenue, Suite 500

Seattle, WA98101






DRAFT Skykomish Shoreline Master Program

Characterization

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1.0 INTRODUCTION. ...cutttiiiiiteee et sttt ettt e e e e e s s st e e e e eaeeseassnsssbaaeeeaaaaaaeeeesaannnssrnnees 1
1.1 Purpose of the Inventory and Characterization RepOrt............ceevvvvieveeeiiiiiiiiiiee, 1
1.2 ShOreliNe JUMNSOICTION. ... ..uuueitiiiiiiiiie s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeees 1
1.3 METNOUS. ...t 1
1.4 STUAY AT ....eeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e s e b n e e e eaae s 2
1.5 REPOIT OrganiZAtiON. .......uueeiiiiieeiiiiieiiiee et sd e a e e e e in e s e reeeaeeeeeaeanas 2
2.0 CURRENREGULATORY FRAMEWORK SUMMARY...ccciiitieiiiiiiee e e ae e 5
2.1 Shoreline ManagemeENt ACL.........cooouiuiiiiiii et eea e et bbb r e e e e e e e e e eaans )
2.2 TOWN Of SKYKOMIUSH....coiiiiiiiiii iR 5
2.2.1Current Shoreline Management ACt COMPlIANCE...........coovviiiiiiiineiieeeeeeeeeeenns 5
2.2.2 Comprehensive Plan, Zoning and Other Town Regulations.......................... 6
2.3 State and Federal RegUIALIONS. ..........ouiiiii ittt 6
3.0 ELEMENTS OF THE SHORELINE INVENTQRY.....ccttitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 9
3.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility FacilitieS.................ooovvvveeviiviiiinnnnnn, 9
0 I I = T B UL = o PP PPPRUPPPR 9
G0t 2 I = 1 0 S 0 To 1 = £ [ ] o PRSP 10
3.1.3 Wastewater and Stormwater ULIlITIES...........cccvvieiiiiiiiii e 10
3.1.4 Shoreling ModifICALIONS. ..........cciiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 10
3.2 Existing and Potential PUDIIC ACCESS SIES..........uuurirumiiiiiiiiieieie e ee e e e e e e e e e 10
3.3 Critical Areas and Special Status SPeCIES...........cceeeeeeieiee e, 11
3.4 Floodplains and Channel Migration Zones................cccccooveviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeevaaaes 12
3.5 Historical or Archaeological SItes................cooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee s 12
3.6 Other Areas of Potential INtereSL...........uviiiii i 12
4.0 CONDITIONS BY REACHES ... ...ttt et e e 13
4.1 Reach & Skykomish River, North Bank..............ooccuviiiiiiiiiie e 13
4.1.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility Facilities..............ccceeeeee.. 14
4.1.2 Existing and Potential Public Access Sites.............ccccoeeeeeiiiiiieee 14
4. 1.3 CrItICAI ATEAS......ci ittt ettt e e e e e e e s et e e e e e e e e e s snnsbbbraaeeeeeeeas 14
4.1.4 Floodplains and Channel Migration ZONEes............ccuveeeeieeeeeiiiniiiiiiiieeeeeeeen 16
4.1.5 Other Iltems of Potential INteresSt............uuuuriiriiiiirrirces e 16
4.2 Reach B Skykomish River, SOUth BanK...............ceuuuvriiimiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnenee e 17
4.2.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility Facilities................cceveeeeen. 17
4.2.2 Existing and Potential PUbliC ACCESS SItES.........uuiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 18
4.2.3 CHILICAl ANBAS.....cc i i i e e e e e ettt 24
4.2.4 Floodtains and Channel Migration ZONES............cueeeiiirrieeerinireeeeeennneeee s 24

January 292010 DRAFT i



DRAFT Skykomish Shoreline Master Program

Characterization
4.2.5 Other Items of Potential INterest...........ccvvueiiiiiiiiei e 24
4.2.6 OPPOITUNILY AMBAS......uuueiririiiriiniiiirsssssss s s e e s s s e e e eaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeaeereerereereen: 25
4.3 Reach C. Maloney CreeK.......cooooiiiiiiiii e 25
4.3.2EXxisting and Potential Public Access Sites..........ccccceveeiiiiiiiieeeee, 26
4.3.3 CrItICAI ATCAS......ii ittt e et e e e e e e e e s s s bbb rraeeeeeeees 28
4.3.4 Floodplains and Channel Migration ZONes.................uuvveruimemmeinininneneeeeens 28
4.3.5 Other Items of Potential INterest...........ccvvuviiiiiiiiei e 28
4.3.6 OPPOITUNILY AMBAS......uuueeriiiririinineiisssss s s s s s s e e s s e e e s e e e aeneaaaaaaaaaaaaaaearerrrreereeeens 29
5.0 INFORMATION GAP S ...ttt e e e e e e et e e e e e e e eaaa s 31
6.0 SHORELINE MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS........ccooiiiiieeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee, 33
7.0 REPORT REFERENCES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY. ..o i 35
APPENDIX AINVENTORY
APPENDIX 8MAP FOLIO
TABLES
Table 1. Shoreline Planning REACKES.............oiveiiiiiueeii e 13
Table 2. Reach A Land Use, Zoning, and Shoreline Environment Designations............ 14
Table 3 Listed Anadromous FiSh SPECIES:....coriiiiiiiiiiiiieiie i 16
Table 4. Reach B Land Use, Zoning, and Shoreline Environment Designations............ 17
Table 5. Listed Anadromous FiSh SPECIES.......c..ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee s 24
Table 6. Reach C Land Use, Zoning, and Steigtivironment Designations...................... 26
Table 7. Listed Anadromous FiSN SPECIES......c.......ovviiiiiiiiiiiieiiie s 28
FIGURES
Figure 1: View access at the north end 8fSreet bridge...........cccooveveveveieieeeeeeeeeens 15
FIQUIE 2: WBSE LEVEE.....cciiiiii ittt e e e e e e eeeaeens 18
Figure 3West Levee Looking west from the 5th Street Bridge.............occccviiiiieeennn, 19
Figure 4: Below the 5th Street Bridge..........uuvveiiiiiiiiiieieiiie e 20
Figure 5: Below the 5th Street Bridgé&ooking west from behind the SkyRiver Inn........... 20
Figure 6: Vacant parcel at West End of the WesSt LEeVEE.........coeviiiiiiiiiiiiieieeees 21
Figure 7: Street end acCeSSId SIrEEL........uuii i 21
Figure 8: Street end acCeSEth StrEet........cooiiiiiiiiiiec e 22
Figure 9: Street end accesdth Street, I00King NOMth...........cevviiiiiii s 22
Figure 10: Unnamed Street EqQilVest end of RIVEr DIVE.........cccvvviiiiiiiiiieeieec e 23
Figure 11: Unnamed Street EqQilVest end of RIVEr DIVE.........cccvvviiiiiiiiiieeieecc e 23
Figure 12: Street end acCasS®DEaN AVENUE.........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 27
Figure 13: Street end accasInelma Street...........oovviiiiiiiiic e 27

January 292010 DRAFT ii



DRAFT Skykomish Shoreline Master Program
Characterization

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of the Inventorgnd Characterization Report

The Town of Skykomish (Town) obtained a grant (Grant &000033 from the Washington

St ate Department of Ecology (Ecology) to prep
Shoreline Master Program (SMP) as defined by the 8faMashington Shoreline Management

Act (SMA) (RCW90.58).The purpose of this study is to conduct a baseline inventory and
characterization of the natural and biuhislt con
study by BHC Consultants, LLC HBEC) specifically addresses the required elements to complete

a shoreline inventory and characterization report.

The purposeof this update is to bring the adopted SMP into. compliance with the new state rules;
acknowledge recent changes in ownership and use of the shorelands; and address the
characteristics of shoreline development activities over which the Town has regulatory
responsibility.Recent changes in the SMA rules and the SMA/GMA integration have created a
new perspective for local government®w, the focus on shoreline restoration introduces a

policy direction that for Skykomish, provides new opportunities for tigkiesource and

community objectives.

1.2 Shoreline Jurisdiction

Under SMA, the shoreline jurisdiction includes areas within the Town limits that are 200 feet
landward of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) of waters that have been designated as
Ashorelines of statewi de s iTdaese designaiomcwere or A s h
established in 1972 as described in Washington Administrative Code (WAQ)B173
AShorelines of statewide signif i tohtmecCascade as t h
range, are defined as having a mean annual flow of 1000 cubic feet per second (cfs) or greater.
AShorelines of the stateo are generally descr
having a mean annual flow of 20 cfs or greatet kakes with a surface area greater than 20

acres.

SMA specifies two situations where the Townos
designated 20footlimit. These situations involve flH oodways
areas of the Townwhefel oodways extend beyond the OHWM, t
jurisdiction includes the floodway plus 200 feéfloodplain,landward of the floodway.

Associated wetlands are also included in the shoreline jurisdiction if they are contiguous with

either the OHWMor the floodwayOptionally, a local government may, at its discretion, include

all or a larger portion of the00-yearfloodplain within shoreline jurisdiction.

1.3 Methods

The shoreline inventory specifically documents conditions throughout approkirhateniles

of shoreline within the Town limit€&seographic information systems (GIS) mapping data,
including |Iand use and critical areas within
BHC, and is presented s e pomishaShaeling Master PlarhMap 1 2 0 0 9
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Portfoli oo ( tBHE@comdacted tpeshotelfn@ihventmony by collecting and
synthesizing existing maps, plans, surveys, studies, inventories, and other published information
and data applicable to the Town's shimes.A comprehensive list of the publications and

studies used is presented in the references section at the end of this report.

A creek walk and a river walk were also conducted as part of the inventory processdoegot
and supplement publishedanmation.Where data was available in text but not mapped, the
information was considered in the discussion, but it was not provided graphi¢h#ye data

were neither available in text nor mapped, the information was identified as a data gap and
discused inSection 5Specific methods and data used to address the elements of the inventory
are described in more detail in Section 3.

The inventory and characterization discussion presented in this study provides the Town with
information on existing conddns and evaluates shoreline functions and resources for potential
opportunities to enhance public access, conserve natural resources, and take the steps needed to
restore ecological functionality to the their shoreline environment.

1.4 Study Area

The Townof Skykomish is located in‘northeast King Courldap 1), situated west of the

confluence of the Beckler River and the South Fork of the Skykomish Rivers between River

Mile (RM) 8.8 and 9.6There are approximately 1.1 miles of shoreline in the Ta¥@h.

Highway 2 runs eastiest and parallel to the north side of the river while the BNSF railway runs
eastwest through the middle of the Towrhe South Fork of the Skykomish River exceeds a

mean annual  flow of 1, 000 c fralineafithed statewideer ef or e,
si gni f Map2)nvaleney Cfeek exceeds 20 cfs and therefore also falls under the

Shoreline Jurisdiction.

Within the Town of Skykomish, the shoreline jurisdictiwes been identified as extend2@0

feet from the Skykomish Rer OHWM and up to 200 feet df00-yearfloodplain, landward of
thefloodway. The shoreline jurisdiction also includbtaloney CreeR00feetlandward OHWM
andup to 200 feet 0100-yearfloodplain, landward of itdoodway. The study area includes all
lands currently within the Town limits that fall within the shoreline jurisdiction as defined above
(Maps6, 7, 8 and9).

1.5Report Organization

The report is organized into seven sections wieipscontained at the end of the rep&@ection

1 introducegshe study area and the concepts of shorelands and shoreline juris@etton 2

covers the SMP framework as it applies to the
regulations as well as applicable state and federal regulaBenson 3 discuses specific

methods and data used to address each of the required elements of the shoreline inventory
including land use patterns, critical areas, other areas of potential interest, and areas for

restoration and enhancement opportunitgestion 4 summaes the approach to dividing the

shoreline jurisdiction into distinct segments as well as the required elements of the inventory
associated with each of the shoreline segm&mistion 5 covers gaps pertaining to the inventory
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that are required by SMA buthich could not be discussed because of a lack of available
information and Section 6 provides shoreline management recommendations based on
restoration opportunities in the context of other local and regional planning opportunities.
Section 7 contains@omprehensive list of references that were used in creating this report.
The includedsectionsareas follows:

Section Ii Introduction

Section 2 Current Regulatory Framework

Section 3 Elements of the Shoreline Inventory

Section51 Informational Gaps

1

1

1

1 Section 4 Conditions by Invetory Segment

1

1 Section6i Shoreline Management Recommendations
1

Section7 7 References
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2.0 CURRENT REGULATORY FRAMEWORK SUMMARY

The discussion of regulatory requirements included herein is not intended to be a complete list of

all permits or approvals necessary for work withinTend s s hor elionaretheyf ur i sdi c
areas within th@own or UGA. Other portions of local code and state and federal regulations

may apply to development projects within th@wn. The permits and approvals necessary for
construction may vary from parcel to parcel regardlesbafetine jurisdiction and may vary

depending on the type and intensity of the work propd2edr to any construction withitown

limits, an applicant should contact thewn and the applicable state and federal agencies to

determine actual permit requments.For development of parcels in the UGA outside of the

town limits, an applicant should conta€ing County and the applicable state and federal

agencies to determine actual permit requirements.

2.1 Shoreline Management Act

The general purpose of tAet is to provide a statutory framework to assist local governments in
developing shoreline master programs (SMPs); to serve as standards for the regulation of
shoreline development in the absence of a master program along with the policy and provisions
of the Act; and, to be used along with the policy of RCW 90.58.050, as criteria for state review
of local master programs under RCW 90.58.090 (Washington State Shoreline Master Program
Guidelines 2003 WAC 17326).

The SMP is both a planning and regulatarstiumentThe primary goals of the SMP are to: 1)
balance and integrate the objectives and interests of local citizens; 2) address the full variety of
conditions of the shoreline; 3) guide planning and regulatory measures for adjacent land use; and
4) addess conditions and opportunities of specific shoreline segments by classifying the
shorelines i nto A eTheiathodfanlecaltgoverranenttg aceountforn s . o
different shoreline conditions is to assign an environment designation to sacbtdihoreline

section in its jurisdictionThe environment designation system provides a framework for the
development of local goals, policies, and regulations that reflect specific shoreline land uses, the
biological and physical character and limiats of the shoreline, and goals and aspirations of

the local community for its future developmeBMA defines six general shoreline environment
designations (Highntensity, Shoreline Residential, Urban Conservancy, Rural Conservancy,
Natural, and Aquati representing a range of development, from high to low intensity.

2.2 Town of Skykomish

2.2.1 Current Shoreline Management Act Compliance

Under SMA, the Town is responsible for: 1) developing an inventory of the natural
characteristics and land use patis along shorelines covered by SMA; 2) preparing a Master
Program to determine the future uses, conservation, and restoration of the shorelines; and 3)
implementing a permit system to further the goals and policies of both SMA and the local Master
Program.
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The Towndés SMP outlines goals and policies fo
regulations for development proposed in those afidasTown last updated its SMP in
September of 1999.

The current adopted shoreline environment designationsoe T o wn 6Aguat8 MP  ar e
Natural, Conservancy, Small Town Mixed UsedTransportation(Map 3. These designations
generally coincide with those of King County at the Town limits.

2.2.2Comprehensive Plan, Zoning and Other Town Regulations

T he T &ompreéhensive Plan Land Use Map and Zoning Map designate areas of the
shoreline jurisdiction for Commercial, Historic Commercial, Industrial, Public, and Residential
usesgMap 4) As required by the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A), the Comprehensive
Plan references the Town's existing SMP.

The Town currently does not have an Urban Growth Area (UGA) that is larger than the Town
limits. The Comprehensive Plan update scheduled for 2010 may include evaluation of areas that
could be considered for creatiohthe UGA, which would require amendment of the King

County Comprehensive Plaha proposed UGA includes shorelines, the SMP will have to be
amended so that environments consistent with the Town system can be established.

The Town's development regulatis include standards for development in and around critical
areas, including wetlands, critical habitats, aquifer recharge areas, and geological and flood
hazard areas in the Skykomish Municipal Code Chapter 16.15 (Critical Areas) and Chapter 16.10

(FloodDamage Preventionf. he Townés zoning code and | and us
area within the Town limitddowever, many of the regulations relate to features such as streams,
wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat areas, and floodways that arelpevat i n t he Townd

shoreline jurisdiction.

Since the 1999 SMP amendmgthie Town has issuglreeshoreline permitsOne was for
rebuilding the SkyRiver Inn after the BNSF remediation project and the others were related to
the installation of the Skykonhsvastewater system.

2.3 State and Federal Regulations

A number of state and federal agencies may have jurisdiction over land or natural elements
withintheTownd s~ s h or e | i boeal dewelopmentpropasalseannst commonly trigger
requirements fostate or federal permits when they impact wetlands or streams; potentially affect
fish and wildlife listed under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA); result in over five acres
of clearing and grading; or affect the floodplain or floodwaywith local requirements, state

and federal regulations may apply throughoutTfben, but regulated resources are common
withintheTownd s s h or e | i The stgteuandifeslatal regulations affecting shoreline
related resources include, but are not limtted

1 Endangered Species ActThe federal ESA addresses the protection and recovery of
federally listed specie3he ESA is jointly administered by the National Oceanic and
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries (formerly referred to as the Nationah#a
Fisheries Service [NMFS]), and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

1 Clean Water Act (CWA): The federal CWA requires states to set standards for the
protection of water quality for various parameters, and it regulates excavatioredgohgr
in waters of the U.S., including wetlan@ertain activities affecting wetlands in thewnd s
shoreline jurisdiction or work in the adjacent rivers may require a permit from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and/or Ecology under Section 404 antb8d€tl of the CWA,
respectively.

1 Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) : The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW) regulates activities that use, divert, obstruct, or change the natural flow of the beds
or banks of waters of the state and may afisb habitatProjects in the shoreline
jurisdiction requiring construction below the ordinary high water mark of the three rivers in
theTown or other tributary streams could require an HPA from WDPWgéjects creating
new impervious surface that cowddbstantially increase stormwater runoff to waters of the
state may also require approval.

1 National Pollution Discharge and Elimination System (NPDES)Ecology regulates
activities that result in wastewater discharges to surface water from industtiaéfaor
municipal wastewater treatment plal®DES permits are also required for stormwater
discharges from industrial facilities, construction sites of one or more acres, and municipal
stormwater systems that serve populations of 100,000 or.more.
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3.0 ELEMENTS OF THE SHORELINE INVENTORY

The master program guidelines (WAC 17@201(3)(c)) requirghat the following elements of
the natural and built environment be included in the shoreline inventory:

1 Land use patterngjcluding existing structures and impervious surfaces, open spaces, water
related utilities, shoreline modifications, transportation and navigation, and existing and
potential public access sites.

1 Critical areas, including wetlands, aquifer recharge agesdogically hazardous areas

(landslide, erosion, seismic, and volcanic), habitat and species (listed and priority), and

frequently flooded areas (floodways and flood hazards).

Known historical or archaeological sites.

Toxic/hazardous waste cleanup sites.

Other areas of potential interest.

= =2 =4 =

Opportunity areas include those areas that represent potential for restoration, enhancement or
protection.

In addition to these elements, the guidelirE®mmend that an inventory include discussions
covering regulatory conditions that affect areas within shoreline jurisdictions (discussed in
Section 2 above), cumulative impacts such as channel modifications and development, and gaps
in existing informatbn.

Methods and data sources used to address each of these elements are described below.

Information sources included published reports and mappedSjaeific citations are included

in Section8.0, Report References and BibliograpWhere data have hbeen mapped, the

information was considered unavailable and not addreésgehneral discussion of conditions in
theTownd s shoreline jurisdicti oSectidndyConddgienslty el e me n |
Inventory Segment, describes each elementwitieTownd s s hor el i ne jurisdic
detail.

3.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility Facilities

The Townés Comprehensive Plan was the primary
patterns within the shoreline jurisdictiofhis element of the shoreline inventory was referenced
from the Existing Land Use GIS mapping data provided by B&p 4)

3.1.1 Land Use

Current | and use in the Townds svacant,el i ne jur i
undeveloped areamd residetialuseb ut it al so includes the Town:¢
commercialareaSi nce 2003, the Townds popul ation has
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steadily decreasing since 199Mis stable population along with the lack of a tewide sewer

system and small lots has lead to little new development in the last 10Tyéaess. Townoés cur I
Shoreline Environment includes most of the developed areas within the Town. All of the
Comprehensive Planbdés future | ameas. uses are inc

Most of the approximately 300 parcels in Town are included in the Skykomish shoreline
jurisdiction areaSome are totally within and some are partially within the shoreline @fehis
total, 12 parcels are towwowned,9 parcelsare owned by o#r public agencie$ are owned by
utility companies, 5 by the school district, 3 by BN&#t the remaining parcedse privately
owned(see Map 5)

3.1.2 Transportation

Major roads and transportation facilities ikygomistd s = shor el i nadeju82Qlds di ct i ¢
Cascade Highwagnd the BNSF railroad’he 5" Streetbridgeacross theSkykomishRiver

serves as the gateway to SkykomiSkther roads in the shoreline jurisdiction incliRigilroad

Avenue and most residential streets in the town.

3.1.3Wastewater and Stormwater Ultilities

TheTown of Skykomishis currently installing wastewater facilities which will include service

for the entire town. The treatment facility is located east of town on Old Cascade Highway. Two
pump stations have been huhd the first round of connections should be installed by the end of
20009.

The stormwater drainage system in Tlwavn of Skykomishdirects runoff tcSkykomish River
through outfalls at the end of town streets.

3.1.4 Shoreline Modifications

Shorelinem di fi cati ons refer to structur al al terat
levees, dikes, floodwalls, riprap, bulkheads, docks, piers or otlveaiter structuresSuch

modifications are used to stabilize the river bank and prevent erdsiesemodifications also

restrict channel migration and alter flow dynamics.

Within the Town of Skykomish shoreline modifications includeveesalong thesouth side of
the Skykomish Riverprotecting the center of towriprap alongther parts othe Skykomsh
River, andstructures along Maloney Creek to help prevent floo¢iapl17).

3.2 Existing and Potential Public Access Sites

Existing and potential public access sites were identified from information provided in the 200
Skykomish Parks, Trails, & OpeSpace PlarPublic access sites were further defined and
identified from 200 aerial photographs and a field reconnaissance of the study area in
SeptembeR0M® (see Map 18).
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3.3 Critical Areas and Special Status Species

The inventory of critical areas whased on a wide range of information souréesomplete

listing of citations used to compile information on critical areas is included in Section 7.0, Report
References and Bibliography at the end of thisstlidy.e se r ef erences are fro
critical areas ordinance upda&ireams were identified usikgng County GIS datarhe 2004
Comprehensive Pladentifies wetland within the Town limits although none anelentifiedin

theNational Wetland Inventory (NWIsee Map 1Q)Town wells are loated just east of the

town limits and the wllhead protectiomr e as ar e ma p pOAdComprehensive Town 6
Plan.

Information on special status fish and wildlife species and habitat areas was obtainEsh&lom
Supplemental Environmental Imp&tatemen(FSEISf or BNSF6s c¢cl eanup effo
BNSFcontacted WDFW, USFS, and USFWS to determine the presespe®él status or

priority habitat wildlife species in the vicinity of tHi@wn and hefollowing specialstatus or

priority-habitat pecies were identified:

Cascades Frog

Northern Red_egged Frog

Oregon Spotted Frog

Tailed Frog

Northern Goshawk

Harlequin Duck

Peregrine falcon

Pileated woodpecker

Paci fic Toeardbatndds bi g

=4 =2 =4 -0_9_9_9_°_-2°

Threatened and Endangered Specied:hree listed species bfrds are known toccur in the
general vicinity of the site. These species includébtié eagle, marbled murrelet, and

northern spotted owl. Three listed mammal speci€anada lynx, gray wolf, andgrizzly

bear, could potentially occur in the sitgcinity; however, no suitable habitat for these three
mammals is present the site vicinity and no sightings of the species have been documented
(Ecology 2007)

The three threatened or endangered species of fish present in the Skykomish River are Puget
SoundChinook salmon, bull trout, and steelhead. In addition, coho salmon, listed as a federal
candidate species, is present. Juvenile chinook would be expected to be present within the
Skykomish River near the Town of Skykomish from mid to late February thrivhay.

Although juvenile bull trout rear in headwater streams and tributaries to the Skykomish River,
juvenile bull trout are not expected to be present within the Skykomish (Eieelogy 2007.)

Other fish found in the Skykomish River and Maloney Creekcaho salmon, rainbow trout and
cutthroat trout.
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3.4 Floodplains and Channel Migration Zones

River boundaries were created frétimg County GIS hydrography data and aerial psoto
completed imMugust 2009y Pictometry Floodway and floodplain boundaries were derived by
theTown from Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) GIS, &aad Insurance

Rate Mapsand data interpreted by Washington Department of Ecology Floodplain Management
Specialist There is no channeligration zone in Skykomish as verified by Ecoldijap 7)

Floodplains are a substantial feature inTogn, extending through much of tAiewnd s
shoreline jurisdiction, as well as beyond the shoreline to other portions Téwhe including
the centrabusiness districtAreas of he Town arehighly flood-prone.

3.5 Historical or Archaeological Sites

The Town of Skykomish includes historic structures lami¢dings listed on the National and

State Registers of Historic Places. Treavn also.includes aarea zoned as Historicc:Commercial
Zone. There is a National and State Hkwrci st er e
Commercial Zonés shown on the Land Use and Zoning n{fdap 4) Based on the findings of

the Cultural Resources Assessmemti commentiom local affected Tribes, cultural or

archaeological materials may be preseithin the project area. However, no significant cultural
resources werdiscovered during the Levee Zone Interim Action for Cleanup during 2006

(Ecology 2007)

3.6 Other Areas of Potential Interest

Other degraded sitedong Maloney CreeWith potential for ecological restoration were
identified based on the references described above and duricrgékevalk in September 2009
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4.0 CONDITIONS REAHES

To categorize distinaeacheoftheTownbs s hor el ines for planning
jurisdiction was classified intthreereachegA throughC) based broadly on the distinction

between water bodies, the level of ecological functions provided byreach as well as

existing land uses and zoninkablel indicates the location of shorelineachesShoreline
PlanningReache#\ throughC are shavn onMap 12

Tablel. Shoreline PlannindgReaches

Approximate River

Reach Water Approximate Length Mile

South Fork Skykomish River
A North Bankg Entire length 3,866 feet 8.8t0 9.6
through Town

South Fork Skykomish River
B South Bank; Entire length 4,198 feet 8.8t09.6
through Town

Maloney Creek Entire

= length through Town

1,670 feet 0.0t0 0.3

Source: King County GIS

For each shoreline plannimgach a summary discussion is followed by a discussion of specific
elements of the shoreline inwery. Detailed maps of each Shoreline PlanriRegachare

includedat the end of this documemMaps12 through 16The maps show the boundaries of
each planningeach 20 aerial photography, streams, and opportunity areas for potential
protection and/or restoration.

A detailed characterization of the shoreline jurisdiction within the Town was beyond the scope of
thisproject Characterization of the shoreline jurisdictiorthe Town and ecosysterwide
processesicluding shoreline ecological functions aketailedin the King County Shorelines
Technical Appendix to the 2009 King County Shoreline Master Profifamy County 2007.)

4.1 ReachA ¢ Skykomish RiverNorth Bank

Summary ReachA extends alonghe North Bank othe SkykomishRiver fromthe Town
boundary of the east to the Town boundary on the iést.included in this reach is two acres
located directly across Highway 2 along the western edge of Tweneach is primarily a
forested riparian corridor and offers relatively good quality instream halbétadl use in Reach
A consists of 25 residentiptopertiesthree commercial businesses and two |laegmntparcels
totaling approximately 13.5 acres. UKighway 2 borders the north edge of this reach.
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4.1.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility Facilities

Land Use PatternsLand use irReachA is characterized amdeveloped areasommercialand
low-density residential developmeifithe zoningand land usenap(Map 4) indicates that future
land use for thiseachwill remain relatively similar to current conditions (lawoderate to
moderatedensity development), although it does not specifically designate parks or open space.
Most ofthe two laige parcels ardesignated aNatural shoreline environmesby the currently
adopted SMRvhile most of the residential and commercial areas are desigdia@d Town
Mixed Use Smaller portions oReachA have been designat&bnservancyr Transportation
(Map 3. Table2 below identifies the predominant land usé&ieachA and includes the
approximate percentage of that land use coverage withnediel The tablealso identifies
zoning designations and existing shoreline environment designati®esoh A.

Table2. ReachA Land Use, Zoning, and ShoreliBavironment DesignationgMaps 3 & 4

Land Use

Zoning

Existing Shoreline Environment Designatio

Single FamilRResidential (35%) Residential

Small Town Mixed Use

Commercial 3%)

Commercial

SmallTown Mixed Use

Vacant otUndeveloped (8%)

Residential

Natural and Conservancy

SourceTownof Skykomish Comprehensive Rldmg County GIS

Transportation.ReachA contairs approximately 1,580 feet &fS Highway 2which runs along
the north edge dReach A and bisects the reach at the far western Town boundary.

Wastewater and Stormwater Facilitieslo wastewater treatment facilities are located within

ReachA. Sanitary sewer servicgill be provided,during phase three of tileo wn 6 s

wastewatesystemconstruction

new

Shoreline ModificationsReachA is impacted in the vicinity of the"5Street bridge over the
Skykomish River by bank armoring, bank hardening, and floodplain confindMept17) No
othershoreline modifications were noted on tHeg/mishRiver within shoreline planning

ReachA.

4.1.2 Existing and Potential Public Access Sites

The only public access to the river from Reach thésview access from thé"SStreet bridge
(see Figure 1)The bridge includes pedestrian walkwaydoth the east and west sides,
accessible from either erfiflap 18).

4.1.3 Critical Areas

Wetlands.Two wetlands

denti fied

in the Townobs

2004

in Reach AThe area north of Highway 2 and on the western town bounias\heen identified
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as a potential wetland, primarily due to its floodplain designation and local knowledge. A second
area, south of Highway 2, was also identified in the 2004 update (see Map 10).

- B 4% Copyrisht ©2009 Pictoriciry Internafional Corp

Figure 1View éccesﬁét the norind of 8" Street bridggSource: Pictometry 2009)

Geologically Hazardous Area$oil types range from sandy loam to gravely sdodm Slopes
vary from O to67 percent although the steepest slopes are primarily located on the river bank
around the 8 Street Bridgdsee Map 11)Generally, most of Reach A slopes 0 to 8 percEe.
relatively wide band of intact riparian forest allows this reach of shoreline to maintain fairly
stable banks.

Fish and Wildlife Habitat. This reach includes mixed conifer®and deciduous riparian

vegetation rangingp toapproximately 500 featide. A single family residential development is
located at the eastern end of the reach. These lots range from 12,000 to 15,000 square feet and
are heavily vegetated. The approxintataght acre parcel directly west of the residential
development is generally in a natural state and heavily wooded. The central area of the reach is
developed as a commercial area includirggli,a service station and a towing business. This

reach alsancludes the main entry into the Tofirom Highway 2via the &' Street bridge. st

of the commercial area is another primarily natural area of five acres, extending to the west end
of the Town. Across the highway to the north is a connected floodpktiistalso mostly

natural.

Frequently Flooded AreasExcept forHighway 2 andhe central commercial area in Reach A,
most of the reach is in the FEMA designated 100 year floodplain.
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4.1.4 Floodplains and Channel Migration Zones

The limits of the FEMAmapped floodplain are depicted blap 7. The location of the floodway
has been mapped from FIRM mapi® channel migration zone has been identified for the river
in the Town of Skykomish.

4.1.5 Otherltems of Potential Interest

Tabk 3 Listed Anadromous Fish Species:

Spawning/ Sl State Specie
PHS Listed pawning Stock | Federal ESA P
. Rearing . of Concern
Species IMigrating Inventory Listing Listing
Status
Bull Trout Rearing Healthy Candidate
Coho Salmon Rearing Healthy Concern

Fall Chinook Migrating Depressed | Threatened | Candidate
Skykomish Rive|  pink Salmon Spawning Healthy

Summer .
Steelhead Spawning | Healthy. [ Threatened
Coastal Cutthroatl Migrating Unknown

Source: WDFW 2009, Ecology 2009

Priority Species UseBald eagle magccur throughout this shoreline planning reach foraging on
waterfowl or spawned out fish carcasgelkinook salmorare known to spawn and rear in the
South Fork Skykomish River. Bull trout use the Skykomish River ageatmg path to the Foss
River (Skykomish 2007)State and federallylisted priority habitat species (PHS) that may
occur within the 8ykomishRiver in this shoreline plannimgachare listed inTable 3

Shoreline Ecological FunctionsOverall, shoreline ecological functions in plannRegachA

are generally intacContributing to this is thalmost two thirds of this reacs undeveloped

and he residential area at the east end of the reach around Sk\thatedeveloped on large
lots,isalsoheavi |l y wooded. King Countyds analysis
hydrologic cycle, large woody debris, light energy, nutrients, phosphorus, sediment and toxins
shows only the area along Highway 2, especially around the intersadtio5" Street, as lower
functioning areas. Proximity to the highway and the commercial ventures at the intersection are
most likelythe reasomhat area is rated lower functioning than the rest of the north bank of the
river. (King County 2007)

4.1.6 Opportunity Areas

Two areas are largely untowehand high functioning ared®oth areas consist af singlelarge
parcel andothare candidates for designation as Natural or Urban Conser{saeap 13)
Opportunity Area A -1 (Protection). Encouragereserving in the current state.

Opportunity Area A -2 (Protection). Encouragereserving in the current state.
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4.2 ReachB ¢ Skykomish River, South Bank

Summary ReachB extends along th8outhBank of the SkykomisRiver from the Town

boundary orthe east to the Town boundary on the wéke reachncludes nany of the

commer cial properties in townlaadusenngReagh t h t he
consists 0B.5 acres ofresidential 1 acre otommercial4 acres of historic commerciahd
approximatelyb.2 acres of railway industrial

Table4. Reach B Land Use, Zoning, and Shoreline Environment Designghayss 3 & 4

Existing Shoreline Environment

Land Use Zoning Designations
Single Family Residential (48%) Residential Small TowMixed Use & Conservancy
Commercial (5%) Commercial Small Town Mixed Use & Conservancy
L . Historic .
Historic Commercial (20%) . Small Town Mixed Use & Conservancy
Commercial
Railroad Industrial (26%) Industrial Transportation and Conservancy

Source: Town d@dkykomish Comprehensive Plan 2004; Town of Skykomish SMP, 1999.
4.2.1 Land Use Patterns, Transportation and Utility Facilities

Land Use PatternsLand use within PlanninBeachB is characterized as a mix @dmmercial

and residentialises withthe wesleveeproviding riverfront accesd.his reach includes most of
the historic core of Skykomish including Skykomish School, Maloney General Store, and the
Skykomish Hotel. Town hall is also in this reach.

Transportation.Major roads and transportation facilities in PlanriteachB include5™ Street

which is the main route into TowapndRai | r oad Avenue, the historic
BNSF railroadborders most of the southern edge of the reach and is in tineatethe eastern

end.

Wastewater and Stormwater FacilitieStormwater drainage conveys runoff to 8lg/komish
Riverin thisreach Sanitary sewer service is provided throughout PlanRiegchB, and is
conveyed from thareato the treatment plamtastof the Town limits A pump station for the
new sewer system is located in the reach, near the end of Railroad Avenue.

Shoreline Modifications ReachB is impacted in the vicinity of the" Street bridgever the
SkykomishRiver by bank armoring, bank hardening, and floodplain confiner&ast. of thes™

Streetbridge, the leveextends approximately 1,000 fe€he levee west of the bridge extends
approxi mately 700 feet and was tioaforCiednupoi n 200
the Levee Zone. This was the initial phase of the remedial action of the BNSF Former

Maintenance and Fueling Facilityap 17).
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4.2.2 Existing and Potential Public Access Sites

Below are existing and potentialiplic access sites withiflanningReachB. These can also be
seen in Map 18.

Existing Public Access Site

West LeveeLocated between the river and River Drive, west of {h&tseet bridge. As part of
the Interim Action, a paved trail with pedestrian scale lighting was baiigahe top of the
levee. The trail provides views of the river along with seating and a viewing platsaen.
Figures 2 and 3 below)

: ) o ‘B g
‘\ R s e V0 223 ; b,
Figure2: West LeveégSource: Picto

’v‘, . ' -
) N el
ag ) 3 A&

metry 2009)
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Figure3: West Leveg Looking west from theth Street Bridgg€Source: Stan May 2009)

PotentialPublic Access Site
Below the ' Street bridgé Potential Public Access Sit&his area will provide water access
that could be used to launkhyaksand other small water crafsee Figures 4 and 5)

West End of th&Vest Levee: This is a vacant parcel with the potential to extend public access.
(see Figure 6)

Street Ends: Nortsouth unnamed street at the west end of Railroad Avenueofigiey;
North end of 4 Street; North end of'$Street (see Figures 7 11)
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